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Blessed Maddalena Mo-
rano, FMA

Dear Brother and Sister 
Salesians:

Rest in Peace Fr. Steve 
Schenck, SDB (SUE)

The death of this confrere 
from the New Rochelle 
province has filled me 
with shock and sadness.  
Steve was a vibrant, young 
(59 years old), intelligent, 
passionate Salesian priest, 
immensely blessed with 
artistic and musical tal-
ents.  At the same time 
the cross he daily carried 
was a serious and chronic 
case of diabetes.  The ways 
of the Lord are mysteri-
ous and they challenge 
us to put ourselves in his 
hands, remembering al-
ways that all things work 
for the good for those 
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and then to write to the 
Rector Major.

New Delegates and 
Commissions

This issue also carries the 
announcement of three 
new appointments of 
delegates and commis-
sions.  To Joe Rodriguez 
(Social Communica-
tions) and Jesse Rodri-
guez (S Programs) and 
Sheila and Louis Kun 
(Care Ministry), and to 
each and every one of 
the confreres and lay 
people who are offering 
their time and talent to 
Don Bosco’s mission in 
these areas of service, 
I say thank you with all 
my heart.

Friend of the Young and 
the Poor

Steve Schenck’s lively 
and kid friendly song, 
“Friend of the Young and 
the Poor,” takes on a new 
poignancy now that its 
composer has gone to 
the Salesian Garden.  I 
can think of no better 
tribute to Steve’s life than 
the words of his own 
song:

You were the light in 
the dark for the young 
who could not see. And 
you were a spark for the 
young to become all they 
could be. Help us all come 

who walk by faith.   The 
Year of Faith is taking 
on a whole new mean-
ing for me.  I will be 
traveling back to Port 
Chester for his wake 
and funeral and will 
surely bring the prayers 
and condolences of our 
provincial community 
to Tom Dunne and the 
confreres of the East.

Missionary Appeal

Later in this issue of In-
Touch you see a list of 
the priority missionary 
needs the Rector Major 
has indicated for the 
next missionary expe-
dition of the Congre-
gation in November of 
next year.  Last Sunday, 
November 11, marked 
the anniversary of the 
first missionary expe-
dition to the Ameri-
cas.  This one will be 
the 144th.  We have no 
confreres to spare.  But 
like the widows in last 
Sunday’s gospel, giving 
from our want and not 
from our surplus, will 
bring us new life and 
the notice of Jesus.  So 
I join with Vaclav Kl-
ement, SDB, General 
Councilor for the Mis-
sions, asking those who 
may feel this call to be a 
Salesian missionary ad 
gentes to be free to dis-
cern, to pray, to consult, 

to be all God calls us to 
be. . .

You felt the fire in the 
heart of the Lord who 
burns with love. And 
you touched the heart 
of the young with that 
fire from above. Touch 
our hearts with that 
fire, make our God our 
desire. . .

You showed the young 
they were called to the 
service of their Lord. 
You taught them to 
walk in the light and 
the power of His Word. 
Help us walk in that 
light, make His Word 
our delight. . .

We will send the mes-
sage. We will be the 
witnesses that you, Don 
Bosco, are the friend of 
the young and the poor. 
Lead us safely through 
the storm to the heav-
enly shore.

Sincerely,

Rev. Timothy Ploch, 
SDB

Provincial



2  11-15-2012

q
PROVINCIAL’S 

CALENDAR

November 2012
14 Funeral for Fr. Steve Schenck, SDB,   
 Port Chester, NY 

15 Travel Day

16-19 Office Days

20 Provincial Residence 

 Monthly Recollection

21 Office Day

22 Thanksgiving Day, Stockton

23-26 Office Days

27 Meeting of Provincials with

 Archbishop Gomez, Los Angeles

28-30 Office Days

“Rejoice in the Lord 

always. I will say it again: 

Rejoice!”

Year 
of Faith

Education of the heart
Beginning from our understanding of Don 

Bosco’s pedagogy, the major points of reference 

and the tasks of Strenna 2013 are as follows.

2.  The pedagogy of kindness.  Don Bosco’s 

loving-kindness is, without doubt a character-

istic trait of his pedagogical approach which we 

maintain to be valid today too, whether in con-

texts that are still Christian or in those where 

young people belong to other religions. How-

ever it cannot be reduced just to a pedagogical 

principle, but needs to be recognised as an es-

sential element of our spirituality.

3.  The Preventive System. This represents the 

essence of Don Bosco’s pedagogical wisdom 

and constitutes the prophetic message he has 

left his heirs and the entire Church. It is a spiri-

tual and educative experience based on reason, 

religion and loving-kindness.

Fr. Pascual Chavez, SDB 

STRENNA 2013 
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VOCATION

CULTURE

As vocation director I realize that it is my job to help the province 

create a culture of vocations, to help and encourage the vocations we 

have, but also to bring more vocations not only into the Church but 

into the Salesian Society especially in our province. 

Part of my job has been putting together a vocation team, a group 

of people who can help to animate the mission of vocations in our 

province. As part of the vocation plan, I have felt that it is neces-

sary to go to different parishes and schools throughout our dioceses 

where Salesians are in our Province, as well as those where there are 

no Salesians, to talk about Jesus Christ in the ways of Don Bosco, 

promoting the Salesian Spirituality.  

I’ve been blessed to be able to visit Damien High School, Salesian 

High School, St. John Bosco High School, St. John Seminary, St. An-

thony High School (Long Beach)  and St. Dominic Savio Elementary 

School to promote vocations. 

I look forward to going around the province to spread the love of 

Jesus Christ in the ways of Don Bosco to all the young I will meet to 

encourage Salesian Vocations among them.  I encourage you all to 

continue praying for Vocations. 

Blessings, 

P. Jose 

Jose is a young man in the diocese of 

San Bernadino who is considering join-

ing the Salesians and the Priesthood.

St. John Bosco pray for two students: Delano Pereira and Adrian Martinez who are discerning their c
alling to the priesthood. 

Among the students at St. Antho-
ny’s in Long Beach, 3 students are 
discerning their calling to follow Je-
sus as volunteers or in the case of 
Aldrin and David, to the Priesthood.

B

B

Delano Pereira

LET US CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ALL VOCATIONS IN A SPECIAL WAY THAT MANY YOUNG PEOPLE WILL 

HEAR THE CALL TO BECOME RELIGIOUS AND PRIESTS.
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VOCATION

CULTURE

candidate

Joaquin 
Oliveros

“More, that vocational 
campaigns be put into 

action: families, parishes, 
all our schools should be 

able to create a pastoral mi-

croclimate where they can 
grow and ripen vocations, 
forming a genuine culture 

of vocation 
in which LIFE is 

conceived and lived 
as a gift, 

as a vocation and mission, 
amidst the diversity 

of options.”

Fr. Pascual Chavez, SDB

Contact Fr. Jose Lucero, sdb
Vocation Director
infor@salesianvocation.org
salesian.vocation@facebook.com

Joaquin Oliveros is 26 years old, born and raised in Mexico City. He has just be-
gun his second year as a candidate at St. John Bosco. In 2010 his parish at Holy 
Family Church in Artesia put on a Vocation fair and invited the Salesians of 
Don Bosco along with 27 other congregations. This is how he met the Salesians. 
He had the opportunity to talk about his call to a Salesian priest. Fr. Chinh 
the former Vocation Director. A few moths later he was accepted to begin the 
formation program at St. John Bosco. Joaquin feels grateful and blessed living 
among his brother Salesians and has been learning a lot from them. Words 
don’t come easy he says, but he knows he wants to help young people because 
he loves young people and wants to become a priest if this is God’s will. And so 
we continue to pray for Joaquin as he is continues his program of formation. 

He can be contacted at lurofmagnificent@yahoo.com
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At the opening of Bosco 
Fest 2012 held at Sale-
sian High in Richmond, 
the youth animators and 
group leaders stood up 
one by one accepting the 
challenge to continue 
the legacy entrusted to 
us by our beloved Don 
Bosco. The challenge set 
forth is to bring others 
closer to God through a 
sense of joy and cheer-
fulness.

While there’s still lots 
of work to be done, I 

Bosco Fest 2012

I Am Salesian 
& I Am Don Bosco today!

Benito Guerrero

whole-heartedly feel 
that we are on the right 
path. That was evident 
while looking at the 
exuberance of the young 
people that gave up 
their weekend to take 
part in this Salesian 
event. There were over 
200 youth from all over 
California in attendance 
and eager to partake in 
the day’s activities. The 
energy, sense of family, 
and overall excitement 
was palpable.

The keynote speaker, 
Michael Pritchard, a 
comedian from the 
San Francisco area 
lead off the day with a 
truly inspirational talk. 
Masterfully, he was able 
to combine his talent of 
humor and knowledge 
of Church teaching to 
relay a truly poignant 
message. Using his 
real life examples, Mr. 
Pritchard was able to 
convey how important 
it is for each of us to live 

out the greatest com-
mandment -- to love 
God and neighbor. One 
of the most touching 
stories he shared was 
an encounter with one 
of his special needs 
students. Mr. Pritchard 
explained that they were 
at a track event and as 
the special needs stu-
dent approached the 
finish line, she suddenly 
stopped just before 
crossing it. Michael was 
on the other side coax-
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ing her to cross in order to finish 
the race but the student wouldn’t 
budge. No matter how much 
coaxing/pleading, the student 
remained still. Michael asked her 
why she didn’t want to cross the 
finish line and she replied that she 
wanted to wait for her friends. 
Just then, she reached back her 
arm and joined hands with the 
next racer, the next racer did the 
same and so on until they were 
all linked hand in hand and they 
crossed the finish line together. 
After crossing the finish line, she 
looked at Michael and said, “See 
Mr. Pritchard, together...we all 
win!” To her, it wasn’t important 
if she came in first, second or 
last, but that she was able to be 
there for her friends and in that 
they would all be winners. I was 
so moved by that story and kept 
replaying it in my mind through-

out the day.

Later, we gathered in our small 
groups for sharing and reflec-
tion. I enjoyed hearing the youth 
share their thoughts regarding the 
keynote address and the ques-
tions we were given. I was able to 
share with the young people in my 
group how much I admire their 
generation. They encounter so 
many more obstacles than when 
I was their age, especially the 
barrage of technology. However, 
I also advised them that while the 
advancement of technology can 
be good, they mustn’t lose sight 
of the importance of the face to 
face connection with others. Also 
inspiring was witnessing how ac-
cepting they were of each other’s 
differences and in hearing the 
challenges that they themselves 
face in trying to bring joy to oth-

ers. As the adult members of the 
Salesian Family, we must continue 
to provide a good example to the 
youth and accompany them in 
their times of anguish and hap-
piness, so that they can be better 
equipped to share their experi-
ences with their peers in order to 
fortify our Salesian Spirituality. 
And in doing so together, we too 
can all win!

Bosco Fest 2012
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NEW PROVINCIAL DELEGATES

SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS
 

Delegate  Joseph Rodriguez

Commission 
Al Vu sdb (Delegate for Youth Ministry)

JC Montenegro (Delegate for Missionary Animation)

Melissa Accornero, Judy Alvarez, Brian Barnes, Lisa Dreyer, 

Bob Hennings sdb, John Itzaina sdb, Marcus Klinger, Peter Duoc 

Le sdb,  Joe Nguyen sdb,Tommy Ricard, Paul Tran sdb

S PROGRAMS

Coordinator Jesse Rodriguez
Commission  

Joe Boenzi sdb, Bill Goodman, Cris Hood Rosales, 
Nick Reina sdb. John Roche sdb, Al Vu sdb

CARE MINISTRY   
Coordinators Sheila and Louis Kun
Commission   

Deacon Willie Arban, Tho Bui sdb, Joe Lockwood sdb, Khoa Luong sdb, Ernie Martinez sdb, Tom Prendiville sdb, Ivan Puno, Florsie Roth, Randy Soriano, Dr. Raul Valejo
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It was so nice to see so many trades finishing up their part of the con-
struction.

The electricians from Juno Electric were making the final adjustments 
in the electric panel boxes and checking to make sure all the lights work 
properly.  They checked the 220 plugs for the AC/heating units in the 
bedrooms and in the community rooms.  Frank, the Juno Electric job 
supervisor, met with Frs. Jose Lucero, Paul Tran (Director) and Tuan 
Nguyen about the electrical control panel that operates the hallway lights 
and outside security lights. 

I must say, the hallways and the rooms really look good with the laminat-
ed floors, the wood base boards and the student desks with the bulletin 
board.  And they are very functional.  

It is exciting to see . . . . . . 
Brother Joseph Lockwood, SDB, reporting from de Sales Hall

Mitsubishi’s technicians were on 
site to calibrate the conveyance so 
it will stop level at each floor with 
the passengers.  The maximum 
weight that this conveyance can 
carry is 5,000 pounds. To check 
the maximum weight, they used 
two wheel carts (see the pic-
ture) each weighing roughly 600 
pounds.  These carts are placed 
in the car while it moves between 
floors.  All of the safety features 
(telephone, alarm bells and the 

D  E    S  A  L  E  S     H  A  L  L

1 - The carts used to calibrate the weight for the conveyance.  2- United System technician installs 
the strobe light in the Chapel  3- The non-skid flooring for the landings and stairs.  4 - United System 
technician installing the power supply box (fire alarm system).  5 - Frank Lim, Juno Electric discusses 
the lighting controls for the building with Fr. Tuan, Alex DeLeon, Fr. Paul Tran and Fr. Jose Lucero.

1

2 3

4 5
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three safety doors that close when the alarm goes off) are checked 
and then certified that they work. When they finish checking the 
safety elements and the conveyance is calibrated, the technicians 
will notify the State of California Industrial Relation, Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health to come out to the site and certify 
that the conveyance is safe. Then the State issues the certificate. 

United System (the fire alarm company) was on site installing all of 
the strobe lights and smoke detectors in each bedroom, the chapel 
(4), dining room, and hallways.  The technicians connected the 
window smoke detectors.  On each floor a fire alarm power supply 
box was installed in the data closets.  When the technicians finish 
testing the equipment, the Los Angeles Fire Marshall will inspect 
the fire safety of the building. The evacuation plan for each room 
has been completed and is ready to be posted in each room.

You remember that there was a roof leak over the community 
room.  Vincor gave us a bid to repair the roof where they thought 
the leak was.  After removing the existing roofing material from 
the suspected area, they decided to replace the complete roof at no 
extra cost to us. 

The roofing contractor removed the existing roofing material down 
to the plywood sheathing and inspected it to see if there was any 
dry rot or any other water damage.  They did not find any, the 
plywood sheathing was sound. The roofers replaced all of the roof 
jacks before tacking down the 30 pound felt.  Once the felt is in 
place, then the roofers hot mop over the felt with hot tar.  Then 
they put another layer of felt and repeat the same process.  Then 
they put the cap sheet over the hot tar. 

The flooring company is finishing the installation of the non-slip 
flooring material on the two stair cases.  The chapel carpeting is 
installed.  

The plumbers have finished installing the coffee counter sink in the 
dining room and the counter sink in the community room.  

Part of the finishing is to do a thorough cleaning of the building 
and that means to wash all of the windows, clean the floor and 
check for little nicks and marks on the walls.  The cleaning began 
on the third floor this week.  

The basketball back board is installed and ready for a half-court 
game, even at night with the great court lights.                      

30 pound roofing felt

D  E    S  A  L  E  S     H  A  L  L

The planter in front of the house was re-
paired and concrete curb was added 

It is exciting to see . . . . . . 
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MAY THEY REST IN 

THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Please pray for the repose of the souls of

e

FR. STEPHEN SCHENCK, SDB 
(SUE)

November 10, 2012
aged 59

Pastor, Holy Rosary Church, 
Port Chester, NY

author of 
“Friend of the Young and the Poor”

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
OUR SICK

f

Bro. Tony Freitas, SDB

hospitalized

Doris Roche
mother of Fr. John Roche, SDB

Gina Robles
Youth Ministry Office

Bro. Tony Freitas, SDB
hospitalized

Fr. Richard Presenti, SDB

recovering from a blood clot 

in the lung

f

Happy Birthday 

NOVEMBER
E

2  Raul Acosta
2  Tom Prendiville
3  Noel DeBruton
6  Mel Trinidad
14  Tom Mass

21  Leo Baysinger

F

INTOUCH 
PROVINCIAL NEWSLETTER

G D 3

Salesians of St. John Bosco
1100 Franklin Street

San Francisco, CA 94109

E- mail: intouch@salesiansc.org
Weekly publications will be

distributed on Thursdays. Please
submit news for publication by

Friday of each week.
Send contributions to:

intouch@salesiansc.org.
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SALESIAN
PEDAGOGY

Educat ion & Evangel izat ion:
Gir ls  & Young Women

Educat ion & Evangel izat ion:
Boys & Young Men

Week One

Sr. Ann Cassidy, FMA draws upon the research of 
contemporary educators, as well as her own years 
of experience, to highlight the effectiveness of 
Salesian pedagogy, as well as to tailor its educa-
tional methods to the education of girls & young 
women.

Week Two

Fr. John Serio, SDB, tailors his course toward the 
Salesian educational and evangelical approach 
for boys & young men.

Cont inuing Educat ion/Graduate  UNITS

If you wish to take these courses for graduate or 
continuing education units, email:
info@salesianstudies.org
Or contact Fr. John Roche at 510-204-0801

salesianstudies.org/register

SALESIAN  COURSES
INTENSIVE

For the Salesian Family, the entire academic year 
2012-2013 is dedicated to the study of St. John 
Bosco’s Educational Methodology, a Salesian 
Pedagogy.  Therefore, the Institute of Salesian 
Studies is offering two week-long intensive 
courses. The first week presents a pedagogical 
approach to the education and evangelization of 
girls & young women, and the second week for 
boys & young men.

Although these two weeks of courses stand on 
their own, the two weeks are designed to compli-
ment each other. You may register for one or two 
weeks.

http://salesianstudies.org/register
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PRIORITY NEEDS OF THE SALESIAN MISSIONS 2013 
144TH MISSIONARY EXPEDITION

Updated by the Rector Major July 30, 2012

Province - Country Necessary languages Enviornment and necessary qualities of the missionaries
AFRICA

AET         Ethiopia
Vicariate of Gambella English, local languages Vicariate since 2000, very few SDB personnel, large opportunities of first evangeli-

zation, Church implanting stage.
AFC 
Dem. Republic of Congo

French
Local languages

Inaugurated the second century of presence. An area for first evangelization. Great 
possibilities for expansion. No missionaries from Asia present.

MOZ 
Mozambique

Portugese, 
local languages

Vast territory for first evangelization. The province is expanding but more person-
nel is required They need confreres (Salesian Brothers) prepared for technical and 
professional schools.

ZMB 
Zambia, Zimbabwe,
Malawi, Namibia

English,
Local Languages

The presence of front line missionaries. The province is expanding, but with out the 
much needed personnel, for the four countries which are included in the province. 

ASIA 
CIN 
China Services

English, 
Chinese, Cantonese

To help the province with young confreres (Macau, HK, Taiwan)
There is need to rejuvenate with vocations of Salesian brothers.

FIS 
Pakistan English, Urdu Few SDBs, challenging Islamic environment, Technical education– Need of robust 

SDB vocations, lay brothers and formators.
ITM 
Indonesia,  East Timor 

English, Indonesian 
Portugese, Tetum

Need of senior confreres over fifty years as formators, Spiritual directors, 
confessors, experts in technical schools.

INC 
Bangladesh English, Bengali New mission (inaugurated in 2009), two presences, aspirantate and pre novitiate 

School, parish rural and tribal areas, few Salesians
INC 
Nepal English, Nepali Youthful mission (started in 2000), three presences, social and educational works, 

religion Hindu, Need missionaries from outside South Asia.
LKC 
Sri Lanka English, Sinhala, Tamil Country torn apart by civil war, need missionaries from outside the region, South 

Asia, especially coadjutors.
SLK Apostolic Prefecture
Azerbaijian

Russian, English,
Azerbaijani

Only 600 local Catholics and 3000 migrants, moderate Islam; There is a movement 
to internationalize the country (non-Slovac Confreres)

AMERICA
ARS  - Argentina Spanish Need missionaries especially for Patagoina 

BOL  - Bolivia Spanish Presence among tribal groups (Kechuas and Aymaras) Evangelization centred on 
education (School) and socio economic development

BRE  Brasile - Recife Potuguese Scarcity of Salesians, Social work in the poor areas of the Northeast.

PER  Perù
Vicariate of Pucallpa

Spanish
Indigenous Languages

1. Vicariate of Pucallpa entrusted in 2009, few missionaries, indigenous peoples; 2. 
Missions-Valle Sagrado (Kechua), 
3. Missions in Yurimaguas (San Lorenzo)

SUE – SUO
USA Migrant ministry 

English 
Spanish

Pastoral care for migrants of Hispanic origin (parish, youth centres – oratories, social 
empowerment) 

EUROPE – Project Europe 
AUS - Austria German Youth Centres, Oratory, parishes, works for migrants, MGS
GBR- Great Britain English Schools, Spirituality Centres, Migrants need young SDBs
IRL -  Ireland English Schools; Spirituality centres for the young, need of young SDBs
IME- Albania, Kosovo Albanese, Italian Primary Evangelization, few personnel, especially Salesian brothers
ICC Italy:Emmigrants Italian, Spanish, English Project Sacro Cuore (migrants ROME), Project Genova (Ecuadorians)

MIDDLE EAST
MOR - Egypt Italian, Arabic, English Schools for Christians and Muslims, need young missionaries
MOR - Turkey Italian, Turkish, English Only one community in the country, school and works for various migrant groups
MOR - Lebanon Italian, Arabic, French Youth Centre, strengthening Christian communities, Professional Schools

OCEANIA
AUL 
Australia

English, Languages of 
immigrants

Secularized, multicultural. Few young Salesians, Educational works (Schools and 
Youth Centres), Pastoral care for migrants

Yellow Colour: territory entrusted by the Holy See to the Salesian Congregation ‘ius commissionis’ (=by convention)
Red Colour:   requests for four European Projects, as addressed by the Rector Major (GC 26, no. 108-111)

NB: Confreres sent into the same regions also can participate in the course for new missionaries 
        held in Rome and Turin, 4-29 September 2013; The 144th missionary expedition from Valdocco, Holy Eucharist at 12:00.


